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Where’s Forks?
⚫Incorporated in 1945;
⚫Mayor Tim Fletcher
⚫City Council:

• John Hillcar
• Juanita Weissenfels
• Joe Soha
• Mike Gilstrap
• Jeff Gingell

⚫Economic Base:
⚫ Natural Resources

(Timber, Fishing)
⚫ Tourism

(Olympic National Park, 
Twilight,)

⚫ Government 
(Hospital, School, Prison, Local)

⚫2020 Demographics
• 3,335 people in City, with “urban 

growth area” at about 5,000..  

• 75+% of the students qualify for 
free/reduced lunch pre-COVID.

• Closest municipality to a temporal 
rainforest in the lower 48.
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Wait, you said you are the closest city to our State’s rain forest –
so what’s up with you being part of a drought discussion?

WADOE – 2015 Drought Report 
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/1611001.pdf
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So – 2015 was a fluke year? 
Sadly not – Part 1

• In 2015, the City 
began working 
with DOE to 
secure funding to 
extend or create a 
new deeper well 
system;

• Governor Inslee 
ended the 
Drought 
Emergency and 
that shut off 
emergency 
funding.

DOE Emergency Drought Relief 
Funds For Well No. 6

– $350k DOE Drought Grant

– $530K CoF Water Utility Funds

– 141’ new well →19’-26’ deeper than 
existing wells

2019 Drought
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So – 2015 was a fluke year? 
Sadly not – Part 2

We were under a drought advisory for 2021:
• Mayor asked for voluntary water 

conservation early in the Summer;
• We also saw some rain events that managed 

to help slow the draw down of the wells.
• BUT – in six years, three levels of drought in 

one of the wettest places in Washington
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Closing thoughts

• Much of the local communities of the state have financial challenges:
1. Developing new infrastructure to address potential drought impacts; or,
2. Retrofitting existing infrastructure to do so.

• WA-Ecology was incredibly helpful throughout these past six years.  Limited 
funding and resources available, but staffing expertise that has been incredible to rely 
upon.

• Challenges of building an emergency well:
– Rural location;
– Tight timeline with emergency funds;
– COVID
– Interplay with City, Ecology and WA-Department of Health

• This is something where one agency dealing with these emergency or 
drought retrofits/new infrastructure should be considered with the other 
being directed to be supportive.

• Ecology knows water rights, locations, etc.  Health should be a supportive, 
assisting collaborator in these efforts.

– For some municipalities, water rights could prove to be a barrier that would 
make any new well a challenge to bring on line.
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